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Ms. Donna R. Searcy
Secretary
Federal Communications Clmission
Washington, DC 20554

RE: PR DOCKET NO. 93-61; AMENDMENT
FOR AVM (a.k:a. LMSY SYSTEMS

OF PART 90 TO ADOPT REGULATIONS

Dear Ms. Searcy:

The Florida Department of Transportation is aware of the FCC's
Notice of Proposed Rule Making to amend Part 90 to adopt
regulations for automatic vehicle monitoring systems and offers the
following comment.

The Department's interest in the referenced rulemaking lies in
its ongoing involvement in statewide collection of toll revenues
and its anticipated future involvement in such intelligent vehicle­
highway system functional areas as advanced traffic management,
advanced traveler information, advanced public transportation, and
commercial vehicle operations.

Florida is a state with a 33 -year history of toll-road
development. Today, close to a dozen toll agencies wi thin the
state administer the collection of toll revenues exceeding $250
million annually. The majority of these toll agencies, including
the Department's 8ffice of Florida's Turnpike, is now operating or
in the process of procuring some form of electronic toll collection
technology. The Department of Transportation's ETC system, slated
to be called SunPass, is anticipated to serve over 125,000 patrons
from 341 ETC-equipped lanes.

Further, the Department 1S assisting in the development of
several IVHS demonstration projects around the state. For example:
Advantage 1-75 (multi-state and international CVO project), TravTek
(Orlando area ATIS now in post-demonstration analysis phase); and
the Intelligent Corridor (tri -county ATMS along 1-95 in south
Florida) .
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Now, regard1ng the FCC's proposed rulemaking, the Department
has become acutely aware of increasing usage within the ISM
frequency band, having been notified by Pacific Teletrac in January
1992 of their presence in this band. In addition, the Department
has conducted its own evaluation of various ETC technologies
(winter 92/93 the Department evaluated AT&T, Mark IV IVHS,

Amtech, Saab-Combitech, and Texas Instruments) and has observed
firsthand the potential for electromagnetic interference in or near
this band.
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It is the Department's belief that it would be in the best
interest of the toll collection industry and future intelligent
vehicle-highway system projects if the FCC:

• ALLOCATED NEW FREQUENCY SPECTRUM ABOVE THE ISM BAND FOR
TOLL COLLECTION AND IVHS NEEDS.

We understand our comment is not a literal response to the issues
identified within your notice. However, we would like to emphasize
to the FCC that the electronic collection of tolls and the
development of "smart highways" are still very much in their
infancy. Successful implementation of these concepts could result
in tens of millions of vehicles outfitted with transponder devices,
causing hundreds of millions of radio communications annually. In
sum, our communicaLion needs will sure ly put a strain on the
frequency spectrum.

The potential for interference with our transportation needs,
present and future, are of great concern to the Department. As an
example, there are those within the IVHS community who are
concerned about advanced vehicle control systems where transponder
failures may occur as a result of electromagnetic interference.
Such failures could result in vehicle accidents and/or loss of
life.

The above represents the Department's concerns with regard to
the referenced notice. We appreciate your consideration of our
comment. If you have any questions please contact
Chester Chandler, ETTM Project Manager I Florida I s Turnpike, at
(904) 488-4671.

nk Carlile, P.E.
Assistant Secretary for

Transportation Policy
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